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Resources

Legal Services of Southern Missouri
1-800-444-4863

417-881-0533 (Local)

Southwest Missouri Office on Aging
1-800-497-0822

417-862-0762 (Local)

Family Support Division
417-895-6000

AARP
1-800-424-3410

MC+ (Health Insurance
Program for Children)

1-888-275-5908

Websites

Legal Services of Southern Missouri
www.lsosm.org

Southwest Missouri Office on Aging
www.swmoa.com

AARP-Grandparent Information Center
www.aarp.org/relationships/friends-family

Generations United
www.gu.org

National Council on Benefits Checkup
www.benefitscheckup.org
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	 If you are a grandparent raising 
grandchildren, you are not alone:

	 •  5.8 million U.S. children under 
18 live in grandparent-headed house-
holds (Census 2010).

Legal Options

	 Your family’s circumstances will 
determine which legal option is best 
for you. Talk to an attorney to help you 
find the right option.

1)  ADOPTION

	 Grandparents may adopt a grand-
child when the parent’s rights have 
been terminated. Parental rights may 
be terminated voluntarily or by the 
court.

	 When grandparents adopt their 
grandchildren, they become the parents 
in the eyes of the law. This fact may 
make access to services easier.

Benefits*
	 (*Must meet eligibility guidelines.)

•	 NPCR (Non-Parent Caretaker 
Relative Grant)
– temporary assistance for needy 

families
– financial help to low-income 

families
– Family Support Division (FSD)
– tested on child’s income

•	 Food Stamps
– program is based on household 

income and created to assist 
low-income families with food 
purchases

– contact local FSD office

•	 MC+ for kids
– Missouri’s Health Insurance 

for kids of low- and medium-
income families without health 
insurance. Call  1-888-275-5908 
or contact your local FSD office

•	 Earned income tax credit (EITC) 
– available to working grand-

	    parents

2)  GUARDIANSHIP

	 Unlike adoption, guardianship does 
not sever the birth parent’s rights in the 
eyes of the law.	
	 A guardian is responsible for the care 
and custody of the child.	
	 A court may grant guardianship 
when:

	 (1)	 the child is incapacitated;

	 (2)	 the child has no living parent;

	 (3)	 the parents or surviving parent 
are unwilling, unable, or unfit to act as 
guardian; or

	 (4)	 the parents or surviving parent 
have had their parental rights termi-
nated under the juvenile code.

3)  LEGAL CUSTODY

	 Legal custody is similar to guardian-
ship, but is usually granted when the 
parents obtain a divorce.

	 The court will only award custody to 
a grandparent if:

	 (1)	 each parent is unfit, unsuitable, 
or unable to become a custodian; and

	 (2)	 grandparent custody is in the 
best interest of the child.

	 A grandparent may also obtain cus-
tody if a child is placed in foster care.


